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MORE HALF CENT INFORMATION 


by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

Herb Silberman's letter to all EAC members, combined with Tom Katman's 
article in "Penny Wise" of September 15, 1973, fiave caused me to prepare a table 
of rarity and condition census of Half Cents, as of September 1973, from informa¬ 
tion in my possession. It should be emphasized that this is not the final word, 
as the flow of information to me is continuing at a rapid rate. Since the 
publication of "American Half Cents", I have averaged at least two letters a 
week from interested pollectors. I am reasonably sure that more information 
will come from this article, so it will be necessary to update from time to time. 

The rarity ratings have been changed on a number of varieties. The 
standards used .are the same as set forth in "American Half Cents" except for 
rarities 6 and 7. These ratings are now based on actual specimens seen or 
reliably reported. Thus, if I have record of over 30 specimens of a variety 
which I rated as R-6, I have changed the rarity to R-5. If a variety was rated 
R-7 and I now know of 13 through 30 specimens, the rarity has been changed to R-6. 
As predicted in "American Half Cents", the R-8 varieties would move to lower 
ratings. This has occurred on two of the three varieties so listed. The one 
variety that has not changed (1804 CMM #3) is now considered to be doubtful as 
a separate variety for a number of reasons. 

Certain varieties which were not rated R-6, 7 or 8 in "American Half Cents" 
have had their rarity reduced by 1. These ratings are now based on a concensus of 
opinion of those persons who are interested in the half cent coinage. It should 
be pointed out as before that these rarity ratings are ESTIMATES. 



- 2 - 


The condition census which I have prepared Requires explanation. As I 
noted in "American Half Cents", condition is a controversial matter. However, 
due to various comments about the book, and my own desire to have this informa¬ 
tion, I have been accumulating data on this subject. I have observed many 
specimens, other collectors have reported specimens, and I have noted the condi¬ 
tion. I do not feel competent to set forth a numerical rating of each coin. I 
am of the opinion that this is a task for a committee, and even then there will 
be persons who will disagree with the committee's findings. Accordingly I have 
used an adjectival scale based on the standards set forth by Dr. Sheldon in 
"Early American Cents". I am also of the opinion that a numerical rating for 
each coin would be an improvement and should be done at a future date, 
by one person . Condition is just too controversial. 

The table set forth below contains a series of numbers for each of the 
adjectival categories which have condition census coins. For example, 1793 CMM #1 
is known to me with two in Mint State, two in About Uncirculated, and five in 
Extremely Fine. However, since this census is limited to the seven highest known, 
the EF category is indicated as 3+. The + sign indicates more are known to me in 
that category. It could be one more such as a flint State 1803 CMM #3, or it 
could be innumerable specimens such as on Mint State 1806 CMM #4's. 

In the case of varieties that are rated R-7, I have listed the known number 
of specimens. Thus, by adding up the number of specimens, the reader can determine 
the number known to me at this time. What I am setting forth will at least let a 
collector know that if he comes across an 1802 CMM #1 in what he considers to be 
EF condition, he will have the finest known specimen at that point in time. Con¬ 
versely, if he finds an 1804 CMM #5 in VF condition he will know it is not among 
the seven finest knowns. Thus I am of the opinion that the chart I have prepared 
will be of use to half cent collectors. It is a beginning and, as time goes on, 
it should be refined and updated by the combined efforts of those collectors who 
want this information made available as general knowledge. 
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The following persons have assisted me and I wish to acknowledge their 
contributions: Norman Stack, Bill Weber, R. Tettenhorst, Tom Katman, Del Bland, 
Milton Pfeffer, Bill Smith, Richard Gross, Bill Raymond, John Cogan, Sam Ungar, 
Hugh Campbell, Ray Chatham, Paul Munson, Jim McGuigan, Ray Munde, Chuck Furjanic, 
Julian Leidman, Bob Shalowitz, Darwin Palmer, Don Frederick, and Gordon Wrubel. 


1793 


1794 


1795 


RARITY AND 
CONDITION CENSUS 

September 1973 

* Denotes Change in Rarity from 
"American Half Cents" 


CMM# 

RARITY 


AUNC 

EF 

VF 

F 
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UNKNOWN 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3+ 







2 

3 

3 

2 

2+ 







3 

3 

5 

1 

1+ 







4 

3 

3 

4+ 








la 

3 

1 

3 

3+ 







lb 

7 




2 

1 


1 


3 

2a 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1+ 






2b 

7 


1 
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2 


2 

3 

6 




2 

2 

1 

2+ 



4 

3* 

4 

2 

1+ 







5 

4* 

1 

1 

1 
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6 

6 




2 

4 

1+ 




7 

6 
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1 

1 
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8 
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1 

1 
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9 

2 

4 
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3+ 




4 

3 
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1 

4 






6a 
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1 

3 

2 

1 
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1796 
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CMM# 

RARITY 


AUNG 

EF 

w •. 

. F 

— ^ 
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FR 
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CMM# 

RARITY 


AUNG 


VF . 
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G 

FR 
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1 

1 
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3 
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MORE HALF CENT INFORMATION 



by Roger S. Cohen, Jr 


Herb Silberman's letter to all EAC members combined with Tom Katmans 


article in "Penny Wise" of September 15, 1973 have caused me to prepare Xixe 
■- foil ii o w wg table of rarity and condition census of half cents as of September 
1973 from information in my possession. It should be emphasised that this 
is not the final word, as the flow of information to me is continuing at a 
rapid rate. Since the publication of "American Half Cents", I have averaged 
at least 2 letters a week from interested collectors. I am reasonably sure 
that more information will come from this article so it will be necessary to 
update from time to time. 

The rarity ratings have been changed on a number of varieties. The 


standards used are the same as set forth in - jayerjaa frk , i p l |i lIlT i wn ii l ii"i (i f sppri - 


msss- except for rarity 6 and 7. These i*gT-Tty ratings are now based on actual 

So 

specimens seen or reliably reported. Thus, if I have record of specimens 
of a variety which I rated as R-6 imiiyi Ijieik, I have changed the rarity to 
R-5. If a variety was rated R-7 and I now know of 14 to 30 specimens the 
rarity has been changed to R-6. As ^ predicted in -my^i&ek, the R-8 varieties 

<2/9 

would move to lower ratings. This has occured on 2 of the 3 varieties# The 



one variety (1804 CMM #3) that has not changed'M.s now considered to be doubt- 
separate 

ful as a/variety for a number of reasons. 




Certain varieties which were not rated R-6, 7 or 8 in th e -b o ok have 
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had their rarity reduced by 1. These ratings are now based on a concensus 
of opinion of those persons who are interested in the half cent coinage. It 
should be pointed out that as before these rarity ratings are ESTIMATES. 


The condition census which I have prepared requires explanation. As 
I noted in condition is a controversial matter. However, due to 

various comments4 and my own desire to have this information I have been 
accumulating data on this subject. I have observed many specimens, other 
collectors have reported specimens, and I have noted the condition. I do not 
feel competent to set forth a numerical rating of each coin. I am of the 
opinion that this is a task for a committee and even then there will be persons 
who will disagree with the committees findings, accordingly I have used tire CLn^ >» 

adjectival scale ^ «- h ^ -rn^n hiI 

/lA&yv^C{U^^/ufevv 

that tbe scale isc-aT^aTimprovement ergaWKim and 


should be at a future date, Jgut not by one person, 

to controversial. 


Condition is just 




I V SIR'' 


-What I am setting forth will at least let a collector know that if he 

comes across an 1802 CMM #1 in what he considers to be EF condition, he will 
, hHo ^ ^ 

' have the finest known spEdman at that point in time. Conversely, if he 
finds an 1804 CMM #5 in VF condition he will know it is not among the seven 
finest knowns. Thus I am of the opinion that the chart I have prepared will 
be of use to half cent collectors. It is a beginning and as time goes on it 
should be refined. ' 10 


The following persons have IreEit- assistiag me and I wish to acknowledge 
their contribution^ Norman U Stack, Bill Weber, R. Tettenhorst, Tom Katman, 
Del Bland, Milton Pfeffer, Bill Smith, Richard Gross, Bill Raymond, 
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John Cogan, Sam Ungar, Hugh Campbell, Ray Chatham, Paul Munson, Jim McGuigan, 
Ray Munde, Chuck Furjanic, Julian Leidman, Bob Shalowitz, Darwin Palmer, 

Don Frederick, and Gordon Wrubel. 
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UPDATE ON HALF CENT INFORMATION 


by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

In the November 1973 issue of "Penny Wise" I set forth a rarity and general 
condition census for Half Cents. In the past four years a number of changes have 
come to the attention of myself and others who are of the opinion that it is time 
for a revision. 

The standards used for this update are the same as in the November 1973 
article and the reader should refer to this article for the standards used. 

I wish to thank the following persons who have assisted me in the update. 
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RARITY AND CONDITION CENSUS 


1793 


1794 


NOVEMBER 1977 


* Denotes Change in Rarity from 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS 


(u) 

Denotes Variety or 

Subvariety not 

. Listed 

in 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 


CMB^/^ 

Rarity 

m 

AUNC 


W 

F 

VG _G M 

Unknown 

1 

3* 

3 

2 

2+ 





2 

3 

3 

3 

1+ 





3 

3 

4 

2 

1+ 





4 

3 

3 

4+ 






la 

3 

1 

4 

2+ 





lb 

7 




3 

2 

1 1 

1 

2a 

2 


3 

4+ 





2b 

7 


1 



1 

2 2 

2 

3a 

6 




3 

3 

1+ 


3b 

8(u) 





1 



4a 

3* 

4 

2 

1+ 





4b 

8(u) 





2 



5a 

4* 

1 


2 

4+ 




5b 

8(u) 




1 




6 

6 




2 

6 



6b 

8(u) 





1 



7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3+ 



8 

5* 


1 

1 

3 

2+ 



9 

2 

3 

2 

2+ 























Rarity 


AUNG 

EF 

VF 

F 

VG 

G 

FR 

Unknown 

1795 

1 

2 

6 

1+ 









2a 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1+ 







2b 

7 

1 

1 


1 

5 

1 


2 



3 

5* 


1 

2 

2 

2+ 






4 

3 

1 

6 









5a 

4 

1 

1 

5+ 








5b 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3+ 







6a 

2 

3 

4 









6b 

6* 




2 

2 

3+ 




1796 

1 

6 

3 



1 

3+ 






2 

5 

7 









1797 

1 

2 

3 

4+ 









2 

4 

2 

3 

2+ 








3a 

4 


1 

3 

3+ 







3b 

5 



1 

6+ 







3c 

7 






3 

4 

2 


1800 

1 

2 

7+ 

J802 

1 

6* 




1 

5 

1+ 





2 

3 



1 

6+ 






1803 

1 

1 

6 

1+ 









2 

5 


1 

1 

5+ 







3 

1 

7+ 










4 


4 

3+ 























1804 


1805 


1806 


1807 



Rarity 

MS AUNG EF W 



G 

FR 

Unknown 

1 

3* 

2 2 3+ 






2 

7* 


2 

1 

2 

1 


3 

(Doubtful as a Variety) 






4 

5* 

1 4 

2+ 





5 

4* 

13 3+ 






6 

2 

7+ 






7 

5* 

15 1+ 






8 

1 

6 1+ 






9 

2 

4 3+ 






10 

1 

7+ 






11 

4 

2 5 






12 

2 

7+ 






13 

1 

7+ 






1 

1 

7+ 






2 

6* 

1 

6+ 





3 

5* 

3 

4+ 





4 

2 

7+ 






1 

1 

7+ 






2 

4* 

2 5+ 






3 

6* 


2 

3 

7 

1 


4 

1 

7+ 






1 

2 

7+ 



















Rarity 

IK 

AUNG 

EF 

II 

JF 

15 _5 

IS 

Unknown 











not 

1808 

1 

7* 




1 


1 

2 

1 verified 


2 

3 

1 

3 

3 







3 

1 

7 + 








1809 

1 

6* 



2 

2 

1 

2+ 




2 

3* 

2 

5+ 








3 

1* 

7+ 









4 

3 

6 

1+ 








5 

1 

7+ 









6 

1* 

7+ 








1810 

1 

2* 

7 + 

1811 

1 

4 

1 

1 

5+ 







2 

3 


1 

6+ 






1825 

1 

3* 

5 

2+ 








2 

1 

7+ 








1826 

1 

1 

7+ 









2 

3 

4 

3 







1828 

1 

3 

6 

1+ 








2 

2 

5 

2+ 








3 

1 

7+ 








1829 

1 

1 

7+ 






































Rarity ! ^ AUNG ^ ^ _j; VG _G FR Unknown 


1831 1 7 

13 3 4 

1832 1 2* 

2 1 

3 1 

7+ 

7+ 

6 1+ 

1833 1 1 

7+ 

1834 1 1 

7+ 

1835 1 1 

2 1 

7+ 

7+ 

1849 1 2 

7+ 

1850 1 2 

7 + 

1851 1 1 

7+ 

1853 1 1 

7+ 

1854 1 1 

7+ 

1^55 1 1 

7+ 

1856 1 1 

7 + 

1857 1 2 

7+ 


























MORE HALF CENT INFORMATION 

by Roger So Cohen, Jr. 

Herb Silberman's letter to all EAC members, combined with Tom Katman's article in 
"Penny Wise" of September 15, 1973, have caused me to prepare a revised table of rarity 
and a condition census of Half Cents, as of September 1973, from information in my 
possession. It should be emphasized that this is not the final word, as the flow of 
information to me is continuing at a rapid rate. Since the publication of American 
Half Cents , I have averaged at least two letters a week from interested collectors. I 
am reasonably sure that more information will come as a result of this article, so that 
it will be necessary to update it from time to time. 

My rarity ratings have been lowered on seventeen varieties. The standards used are 
the same as set forth in American Half Cents except for the rarity ratings of 6 and 7, 
which are now based on actual specimens seen or reliably reported. Thus, if I have 
record of over 30 specimens of a variety which I formerly rated as R-6, I have changed 
my rarity rating to R-5. If a variety was rated R-7 and I now know of 13 through 30 
specimens, the rarity rating has been changed to R-6. As predicted in American Half 
Cents , the R-8 varieties have had their rarity ratings lowered. This has occurred on 
two of the three varieties so listed. The one variety that has not changed its rarity 
rating (1804 CMM #3) is now considered by many to be doubtful as a separate variety. 

Certain varieties which were not rated R-6, 7 or 8 in American Half Cents have had 
their rarity ratings reduced by 1. These new ratings are now based on a concensus of 
opinion of those persons interested in half cent coinage. It should be pointed out that 
my rarity ratings are ESTIMATES. 

The condition census which I have prepared requires an explanation. As I noted in 
American Half Cents , condition assignments are controversial matters. However, due to 
various comments about my book, and my own desire to have condition census information, 

I have been recording more data on this subject. I have observed many specimens, other 
collectors have reported specimens, and I have noted the condition of many coins. I do 
not wish to set forth a numerical rating of each coin due to the controversial nature 
of grading standards. I am of the opinion that this is a task for a committee composed 
of experienced persons. Even then there will be disagreement with the committee's 










findings. Accordingly I have used an adjectival scale based on the stand-ards set forth 
by Dr. Sheldon in Early American Cents . I am also of the opinion-that a numerical 
rating for each coin would be an improvement over this presentation and should be done 
at a future date, but not by one person . Condition is just too controversial. 

The table set forth in this article contains a series of numbers for each of the 
adjectival categories which contain condition census coins. For example, 1793 CMM #1 
is known to me with two in Mint State, two in About Uncirculated, and five in Extremely 
Fine. However, since this census is limited to the seven highest known, the EF category 
is indicated as 3+. The + sign indicates that more than three are known to me in this 
category. The + sign could indicate as few as one more or innumerable specimens. The 
category UNKNOWN indicates that specimens have been reported but their condition was not 
made known to me. 

In the case of varieties that are rated R-7, I have listed the number of specimens 
known to me. Thus', by adding up the number of specimens, the reader can determine the 
number known to me at this time. What I am setting forth will at least let a collector 
know that if he comes across an 1802 CMM #1 which he considers to be in EF condition, 
he will have the finest specimen known to me at this time. Conversely, if he finds an 
1804 CMM #5 in VF condition, he will know it is not among the seven finest known to me. 
Thus I am of the opinion that the chart I have prepared will be of use to half cent 
collectors. It is just a beginning however, and as time goes on it should be refined 
and updated by the combined efforts of those collectors who want this information made 
available as general knowledge. 

The following persons have assisted me and I wish to acknowledge their contributions 
Norman Stack, Bill Weber, R. Tettenhorst, Tom Katman, Del Bland, Milton Pfeffer, Bill 
Smith, Richard Gross, Bill Raymond, John Cogan, Sam Ungar, Hugh Campbell, Ray Chatham, 
Paul Munson, Jim McGuigan, Ray Munde, Chuck Furjanic, Julian Leidman, Bob Shalowitz, 
Darwin Palmer, Don Frederick, and Gordon Wrubel. 




1793 


1794 


1795 


RARITY AND 
CONDITION CENSUS 
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- 4 ' 

* Denotes Change in Rarity from 
"American Half Cents" 


CMM# 

RARITY 


AUNC 


W 

F 

VG 

G 

FR 

UNKNOWN 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3+ 







2 

3 

3 

2 

2+ 







3 

3 

5 

1 

1+ 







4 

3 

3 

4+ 








la 

3 

1 

3 

3+ 







lb 

7 




2 

1 


1 


3 

2a 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1+ 






2b 

7 


1 



1 


2 


2 

3 

6 




2 

2 

1 

2+ 



4 

3* 

4 

2 

1+ 







5 

4* 

1 

1 

1 

4+ 






6 

6 




2 

4 

1+ 




7 

6 

1 


1 

1 

4 





8 

6 


2 

1 

1 

3+ 





9 

2 

4 

2 

1+ 







1 

2 

6 

1+ 








2a 

3 

4 

1 

2+ 







2b 

7 

1 

1 



5 

2 

1 



3 

6 


2 


1 

1 

3+ 




4 

3 

3 

2 

2+ 







5a 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1+ 






5b 

5 


2 

1 

4 






6a 

2 

5 

2+ 








6b 

7 




2 

1 

3 

2 

1 
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CMM # RARITY 
1 


1800 

1802 


2 

1 

2 

3a 

3b 

3c 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


6 

5 

2 

4 

4 

5 
7 
2 

7 ' 

3 
1 

5 
1 

3* 

3* 

7* 

6 

4* 

2 

5* 

1 

2 

1 

4 
2 
1 


MS AUNG 
3 


1 

3+ 

2 


W 

1 


1 + 

3+ 

6+ 


7+ 

1 

7 + 

3 

3 


2 + 

2 


(Doubtful as a variety^ 
1 2 


1 

7+ 

5 

5 

7+ 

2 

7 

7+ 


1 

1 

2+ 


4 + 


2 

1 + 
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CMM # RARITY 

1805 1 1 

2 6 * 

3 5* 

4 2 

1806 1 1 

2 4* 

3. 7 

4 1 

1807 1 2 

1808 1 7* 

2 3 

3 . 1 

1809 1 7 

2 3* 

3 1* 

4 3 

5 1 

6 1 * 

1810 1 2* 

1811 1 4 

2 3 

1825 1 3* 

2 1 

1826 1 1 

2 3 

1828 1 3 

2 2 

3 1 


m AUNG EF VP - I 

7+ 

2 5 

4 3 

7+ 

7+ 

4 3 

1 

7+ 

7+ 

1 

13 3 

7 

2 11 

2 4 1+ 

7+ 

4 3+ 

7+ 

7+ 

7+ 

12 4+ 

115 + 

6 1+ 

7+ 

7+ 

4 2 1+ 

6 1+ 

3 4+ 

7 + 


VG G FR UNKNOWN 


15 1 1 


1 2 


3 2 2 






1829 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 


- 4 - 




Cm^ RARITY 

AUNG ^ F ■VG G FR UNKNOWN 

1 1 

7+ 

1 7 

3 3 2 

1 2* 

7+ 

2 1 

7+ 

3 1 

6 1+ 

1 1 

7+ 

1 1 

7+ 

1 1 

7+ 

2 1 

7+ 

1 2 

7+ 

1 2 

7+ 

1 ■ 1 

7+ 

1 1 

7+ 

1 1 

7+ 

1 1 

7+ 

1 1 

7+ 

1 2 

7+ 





MORE HALF CENT INFORMATION 

by Roger So Cohen, Jr. 


Herb- Silberman's letter to all EAC members, combined with Tom Katman’s article in 
"Penny Wise" of September 15, 1973, have caused me to prepare a revised table of rarity 
and a condition census of Half Cents, as of September 1973, from information in my 
possession. It should be emphasized that this is not the final word, as the flow of 
information to me is continuing at a rapid rate. Since the publication of American 
Half Cents , I have averaged at least two letters a week from interested collectors. I 
am reasonably sure that more information will come as a result of this article, so that 
it will be necessary to update it from time to time. 

My rarity ratings have been lowered on seventeen varieties. The standards used are 
the same as set forth in American Half Cents except for the rarity ratings of 6 and 7, 
which are now based on actual specimens seen or reliably reported. Thus, if I have 
record of over 30 specimens of a variety which I formerly rated as R-6, I have changed 
my rarity rating to R-5. If a variety was rated R-7 and I now know of 13 through 30 
specimens, the rarity rating has been changed to R-6. As predicted in American Half 
Cents , the R-8 varieties have had their rarity ratings lowered. This has occurred on 
two of the three varieties so listed. The one variety that has not changed its rarity 
rating (1804 CMM #3) is now considered by many to be doubtful as a separate variety. 

Certain varieties which were not rated R-6, 7 or 8 in American Half Cents have had 
their rarity ratings reduced by 1. These new ratings are now based on a concensus of 
opinion of those persons interested in half cent coinage. It should be pointed out that 
my rarity ratings are ESTIMATES. 

The condition census which I have prepared requires an explanation. As I noted in 
American Half Cents , condition assignments are controversial matters. However, due to 
various comments about my book, and my own desire to have condition census information, 

I have been recording more data on this subject. I have observed many specimens, other 
collectors have reported specimens, and I have noted the condition of many coins. I do 
not wish to set forth a numerical rating of each coin due to the controversial nature 
of grading standards. I am of the opinion that this is a task for a committee composed 
of experienced persons. Even then there will be disagreement with the committee's 
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findings. Accordingly I have used an adjectival scale based on the standards set forth 
by Dr. Sheldon in Early American Cents . I am also of the opinion that a numerical 
rating for each coin would be an improvement over this presentation and should be done 
at a future date, but not by one person . Condition is just too controversial. 

The table set forth in this article contains a series of numbers for each of the 
adjectival categories which contain condition census coins. For example, 1793 CMM #1 
is known to me with two in Mint State, two in About Uncirculated, and five in Extremely 
Fine. However, since this census is limited to the seven highest known, the EF category 
is indicated as 3+. The + sign indicates that more than three are known to me in this 
category. The + sign could indicate as few as one more or innumerable specimens. The 
category UNKNOWN indicates that specimens have been reported but their condition was not 
made known to me. 

In the case of varieties that are rated R-7, I have listed the number of specimens 
known to me. Thus', by adding up the number of specimens, the reader can determine the 
number known to me at this time. What I am setting forth will at least let a collector 
know that if he comes across an 1802 CMM #1 which he considers to be in EF condition, 
he will have the finest specimen known to me at this time. Conversely, if he finds an 
1804 CMM #5 in VF condition, he will know it is not among the seven finest known to me. 
Thus I am of the opinion that the chart I have prepared will be of use to half cent 
collectors. It is just a beginning however, and as time goes on it should be refined 
and updated by the combined efforts of those collectors who want this information made 
available as general knowledge. 

The following persons have assisted me and I wish to acknowledge their contributions; 
Norman Stack, Bill Weber, R. Tettenhorst, Tom Katman, Del Bland, Milton Pfeffer, Bill 
Smith, Richard Gross, Bill Raymond, John Cogan, Sam Ungar, Hugh Campbell, Ray Chatham, 

Paul Munson, Jim McGuigan, Ray Munde, Chuck Furjanic, Julian Leidman, Bob Shalowitz, 
Darwin Palmer, Don Frederick, and Gordon Wrubel. 





